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I2TH-I3TH  CENTURIES

Cleverness and cunning are gifts of Heaven,

Ignorance and stupidity may be feigned.

Jealousy arises often from a narrow heart,

Disputes are set off by thoughtless jokes.

For the heart is more dangerous than the River with its nine bends

And there are evil faces that ten coats of mail cannot conceal.

Wine and women have often caused the downfall of states

But who has ever seen good men spoiled by books?

This poem tells about the difficulties that beset men. The road of
lif e Is a tortuous one and the heart of man is hard to fathom. The
great Way has receded farther and farther from the world and
the ways of men have become more and more multifarious. Every
one bustles about for the sake of gain but in their ignorance they
often reap nothing but calamities. One should ponder oa these
thoughts well if one wants to maintain one's life and protect one's
family. It is because of this that the ancients used to say:

There is a season for frowning,
There is a season for laughing.
One must consider most carefully
Before frowning or laughing.

This time1 I shall tell you about a man who brought death
upon himself and several others and ruin to his family because

the word by which the chapter of popular novels is designated, is
actually a numerical classifier equivalent to the English word "time," It is &
vestige of the oral origin of popular fiction,